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            HOME OF THE PANDA 
                      CALENDAR 
April  
27 Report cards go home 
28 Young Authors’ Tea (2:45 p.m.) 
30 CCBC visit 
 Climate surveys go home 
May 
  4 Joe Romano assembly 
  4-8 Staff Appreciation Week 
  7 SIT meeting (4:05 p.m.) 
  8 Climate surveys due 
 Teacher appreciation luncheon 
11 Pre-K and KG conference day— 
 No school for Pre-K or KG 
 students 
12 PTA Board meeting (7 p.m.) 
13 Movement and music assembly  
15 Grade 5 students to PGMS 
18 Spring instrumental music concert,  
 grade 5, PGES (7 p.m.) 
22 Volunteer Tea (9:30 a.m.) 
25 Schools closed for Memorial Day 
26 Art Show/Ice Cream Social 
June 
  1 Spring choral concert, grades 3-5  
 and Madrigals, LRHS (7 p.m.) 
 
From the Principal’s Desk 
 I would like to invite every Pine 
Grove Elementary School parent to attend 
our Art Show/Ice Cream Social on 

Tuesday, May 26, from 7-9 p.m.  We are 
really impressed with the projects our 
students have completed this year, and we 
are looking forward to this opportunity to 
showcase our students’ outstanding work. 
 We have scheduled several special 
events for parents and students in May.  
Our spring instrumental music concert will 
be held on Monday, May 18, at 7 p.m. in 
the cafeteria.  Our Volunteer Tea will be 
held on Friday, May 22, at 9:30 a.m. in our 
cafeteria.  The spring vocal music concert 
will be held on Monday, June 1, at 7 p.m. 
at Loch Raven High School.  I hope you 
are able to attend many of the special 
events scheduled for May and June.  Once 
we know the date for the last day of 
school, June events will be scheduled. 

 
Pine Grove Student News  
 A team of dedicated fourth and 
fifth grade students has been meeting 
weekly to write and publish the new school 
newspaper, The Pine Grove Chronicles.  
We will continue to publish right up until 
the end of the year.  If any group or 
activity in the school or community would 
be interested in having an article or photos 
of their events included in an upcoming 
issue of the Chronicles, please get the 
information to Mrs. McDonough, the 
newspaper advisor.  Ideas are always 
welcome! 



 Mrs. McDonough’s fourth grade 
class is “into” the environment.  We are 
examining the Pine Grove campus to see if 
it is hospitable to a variety of organisms.  
Look for more information to follow about 
our findings and suggestions for 
improvement.  We hope you had an 
awesome Earth Day! 
 The boys and girls in 
Mrs. Shanahan’s class are currently 
learning about the rainforest.  They are 
working on many interesting activities that 
are helping them to realize how much we 
rely on the natural resources from the 
rainforest. 
 The boys and girls in K-1 are 
becoming excellent readers.  This week, 
they are involved in reading assessments 
that will measure all the “reading tools” 
they have acquired this year.  They are 
excited about trying out for the Over Fifty 
Club.  If they know 50 or more sight 
vocabulary words, they can choose a 
wonderful prize from the Treasure Basket.  
Club members will have their names 
posted in the hallway and read over the 
morning announcements.  Good luck, 
everyone! 
 
Wall of Fame 
 Math Facts Wall of Fame winners 
for March are:  
 Grade 4—Jacob W. 
 Grade 3—Tony D. 
 Grade 2—Paul D., Darius H., Josh 
M., Ryan M., Nate R., Dylan S., Olivia T. 
 Grade 1—Ronald C., Joshua J., 
Kristine K., Kamau N., Brent N., Sydney 
S., Abby S., Tim W. 
 
Character Education 
 Our virtue of the month for April is 
Perseverance.  Our classroom guidance has  
been focused on this virtue.  From our 
class discussions and the class work 
students completed on this subject, Pine 

Grove boys and girls have been 
“persevering to the fullest.”  As you know, 
students in grades 3, 4, and 5 completed 
the MSA testing.  We are happy to say that 
everyone really seemed to try hard to do 
their very best.  And as parents, we know 
that taking tests can be a bit tedious, but 
everyone did persevere!   
 In kindergarten, the teachers and I 
have been pleasantly surprised to find out 
that many students are now able to tie their 
shoes.  It definitely takes a lot of 
perseverance to accomplish this task.  
Other classes are continuing to practice 
reading, learning new spelling words, math 
facts, etc.  We are all proud of how our 
Pine Grove students are trying to do their 
very best and to keep learning and 
practicing to improve.  We hope that 
everyone keeps up the good work!    
Marlene Duke, Counselor 
 
Barnes and Noble Night 
 We want to thank all members of 
the Pine Grove Elementary community for 
supporting our Family Literacy Night at 
Barnes and Noble on the Avenue at White 
Marsh.  Mr. Pugh put on an outstanding 
musical performance.  The Pine Grove 
Panda made an appearance, as well.  Our 
guest readers included Dr. Reimer, poet 
and PGES parent, Katherine Cottle, and 
Ms. Simpkins, aka “Mr. Weber.”  It was an 
enjoyable time for all.  We look forward to 
seeing you there again next year! 
 
Young Author’s Tea 
 Mark your calendars for our 11th 
annual Young Authors’ Tea, which will be 
held on Tuesday, April 28, at 2:45 p.m.  
All students who submitted a poem or 
short story are invited and will have the  
opportunity to share their published 
writing.  Please look for the invitation that 
has been sent home with your child. 
 



VCRs Needed 
 We are still using videocassettes 
here at Pine Grove Elementary, but we 
know that many families are replacing 
their older VCRs.  If you have a VCR that 
is still in good working order, please 
consider donating it to our school.  Feel 
free to email Mrs. Ambridge if you have 
questions (jambridge@bcps.org).   
  
Pine Grove Tiny Tots 
 Pine Grove Tiny Tots has openings 
in their 3 and 4 year old programs for 
September 2009.  For more information, 
please contact Jessica Theodoropoulis at 
410-663-2723. 
 
Volunteers 
 Pine Grove Elementary School 
would like to thank our volunteers for all 
of their hard work! 
 
Recycling Cartridges 
 Through the summer, we are 
collecting cartridges for recycling.  Please 
continue to send your used computer 
cartridges to Pine Grove Elementary.  
Thanks for your support!  
 
Education Channel 
 The Education Channel is now on 
Comcast Cable Channel 73 and Verizon 
FiOS Channel 35!  
 Math Homework Helpers is back 
again this year!  Every Wednesday, those 
crazy math loving puppets are LIVE with 
homework help!  The prize wheel is 
loaded!  Students—need help with your 
math homework?  Call in, Spin, and Win!  
You’ll get help with your math homework  
AND win a spectacular prize.  Call-in 
hours are Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
at 410-494-1459. 

 BCPS News has a new look!  Be 
sure to tune in and meet our new hosts and 
get the latest good news that’s happening 
throughout our BCPS.  BCPS News airs 
every day at 7 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6:30 p.m. 
 The Chalkboard is up and running.  
Find out what’s happening at your school 
 
Office Depot 

Every time parents, students, and 
school supporters give our 5% Back to 
Schools ID number when buying 
qualifying school supplies at Office Depot, 
Pine Grove Elementary receives credits  
equal to 5% of the qualifying purchases to 
use for free supplies.  Our ID number is 
70046120. 
 
A+ Bonus Bucks 
 Please register your Giant card so 
Pine Grove Elementary can earn A+ Bonus 
Bucks every time you shop.  You may 
designate Pine Grove Elementary by 
following the directions at 
www.giantfood.com/aplus.  If you have 
any questions, you may call 877-275-2758. 
 
Target 
 Remember, your purchases at 
Target can help donate money to our 
school!  When you shop at Target, ask how 
you can donate money to Pine Grove 
Elementary.  
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