
Spella 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility 

Mr. Richard Weber, Principal                  Dr. Rosanne Reimer, Asst. Principal 

2701 Summit Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21234       410-887-5267 

                 January 22, 2009 
 
            HOME OF THE PANDA 
                      CALENDAR 
January 
23 Second marking period ends 
26 Schools closed for students— 
 professional day 
28 Spanish classes start for  
 Ms. Simpkins, Mrs. McDonough, 
 Mrs. Burgess, Mrs. Hayes, and 
 Mr. Pugh’s classes 
29 NAEP assessment for fourth 
 grade students 
 
February 
  2 Whittle equipment arrives 
  5 Chick-fil-A Night 
  7 PTA Rollerskating at Putty Hill 
 (4:30-6:30 p.m.) 
  9 Report cards go home 
11 Bus evacuation drill (snow date: 
 February 13) 
16 Schools closed for Presidents’  
 Day 
17 Whittle Night (5:30-8:30 p.m.) 
 
May 
18 Spring instrumental music concert,  
 grade 5, PGES (7 p.m.) 
 
June 
  1 Spring choral concert, grades 3-5  
 and Madrigals, LRHS (7 p.m.) 

 
From the Principal’s Desk 
 We are less than 2 months away 
from the administration of the MSA.  As 
we gear up for the assessments, daily 
attendance and homework completion are 
of even greater importance.  Please mark 
your calendars from March 16-31, 2009.  
That is the MSA testing window.  A good 
night’s sleep and a good breakfast often 
help student performance.  Through the 
hard work and dedication of our wonderful 
staff and the effort of our students, PGES 
should, once again, perform above the 
satisfactory ranges.  

 
Pine Grove Student News  
 The boys and girls in K-1 
certainly came back from the winter 
holiday break eager to learn!  They are 
learning many new letter sounds and are 
becoming excellent beginning readers.  
They are having wintertime fun in the 
classroom.  They are using Venn Diagrams 
to compare and contrast the seasons.  They 
are making webs that illustrate signs that 
winter is here.  They are discussing 
hibernation and are exploring snowflakes 
with Snowflake Bentley.  On Friday, the 
boys and girls enjoyed a pizza party for 
their efforts during the Fall Walk-a-thon.  
Mrs. Costello and Mrs. Davis made sure it 
was a feast for champions!  K-1 wishes 
everyone a happy, healthy new year! 



 The boys and girls in 
Mrs. Shanahan’s class have started the 
new year working on “voice” in their 
writing.  They are working on talking to 
the reader and developing their own 
writing style.  They have enjoyed 
comparing music styles to writing styles by 
listening to different versions of the same 
song. 
 
Wall of Fame 
 Math Facts Wall of Fame winners 
for December are:  
 Grade 1—Laila A., Kaylee C., 
Shamron E., Anna E., Victoria H., Heather 
H., Lillian H., Chris M., and Mikey T. 
  
Character Education 
  If you are ever in our school 
building during the opening exercises, you 
will hear the Pledge to the Flag of the 
United States of America.  Following that, 
our students recite the Pine Grove Pledge:  
“I pledge to do my best to show respect for 
myself and others; to be responsible for my 
work, my actions, and my words; and to 
practice the Pine Grove virtues.”  (All 
students from PK through grade 5 say this 
pledge together.)  They are led by a small 
group of students from each class in 
reciting the pledges. 
 On Wednesday morning, we had a 
special show featuring Ronald McDonald.  
Ronald’s program focused on Character 
Education.  The morning’s subjects were:  
“Being a Friend,” “Cooperation,” 
“Bullying,” and “Active Playing with 
Friends.”  Students in PK through grade 3 
attended the show.  Ronald had several 
students participate in the program, which 
was recorded to be shown on the BCPS 
Education Channel.  We will let you know 
when it will be scheduled.  The program 
was arranged through the guidance office.  
 
From the Nurse 

 Vision and hearing screening was 
completed in our school the first week of 
January.  Notices of vision and hearing 
failures were sent home to the parents on 
January 7, 2009.  Please follow up with an 
appointment with the doctor.  At the time 
of the visit, request that the doctor 
complete the lower portion of the notice.  
Parents need to return the completed form 
to the nurse.  I will notify parents again 
after 6 weeks if I have not received 
information about follow-up care.  This is 
the Department of Vision and Hearing 
protocol.  If you have questions, please feel 
free to call Mrs. Knauer at 410-887-5449.
  
Chick-fil-A Night 
 Mark your calendars for Thursday, 
February 5, 2009.  Pine Grove Elementary 
School will be hosting Chick-fil-A Night 
from 5-8 p.m.  All proceeds will benefit 
technology. 
 
Education Channel 
 The Education Channel is now on 
Comcast Cable Channel 73 and Verizon 
FiOS Channel 35!  
 Math Homework Helpers is back 
again this year!  Every Wednesday, those 
crazy math loving puppets are LIVE with 
homework help!  The prize wheel is 
loaded!  Students—need help with your 
math homework?  Call in, Spin, and Win!  
You’ll get help with your math homework  
AND win a spectacular prize.  Call-in 
hours are Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
at 410-494-1459. 
 BCPS News has a new look!  Be 
sure to tune in and meet our new hosts and 
get the latest good news that’s happening 
throughout our BCPS.  BCPS News airs 
every day at 7 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6:30 p.m. 
 The Chalkboard is up and running.  
Find out what’s happening at your school 
by watching The Chalkboard every day at 
7:30 a.m., 11:45 a.m., and 6 p.m.  



 
Office Depot 

Every time parents, students, and 
school supporters give our 5% Back to 
Schools ID number when buying 
qualifying school supplies at Office Depot, 
Pine Grove Elementary receives credits  
equal to 5% of the qualifying purchases to 
use for free supplies.  Our ID number is 
70046120. 
 
A+ Bonus Bucks 
 Please register your Giant card so 
Pine Grove Elementary can earn A+ Bonus 
Bucks every time you shop.  You may 
designate Pine Grove Elementary by 
following the directions at 
www.giantfood.com/aplus.  If you have 
any questions, you may call 877-275-2758. 
 
Target 
 Remember, your purchases at 
Target can help donate money to our 
school!  When you shop at Target, ask how 
you can donate money to Pine Grove 
Elementary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keeping it Green 

Thank you to everyone who has 
been supporting PGES by recycling your 
used ink cartridges and cell phones.  We 
are not only helping Pine Grove, but also 
our planet by recycling.  So, keep them 
coming!   
 
Going Green! 
 The Heritage is “going green.”  If 
you haven’t already done so, please fill out 
the yellow flyer with your name, email 
address, student’s name, and student’s 
homeroom; and return it to the office.  The 
Heritage is also available on the Pine 
Grove Elementary School website.  
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